North American thrushes (Turdidse) constitute a small but interesting group of birds, most of which are of retiring habits but noted as songsters. They consist of the birds commonly known as thrushes, robins, bluebirds, Townsend's solitaire, and the wheatears.
The red-winged thrush of Europe (Turdus musicus) is accidental in Greenland, and the wheatears (Saxicola cenanthe subspp.) are rarely found in the Western Hemisphere except in Arctic America. Within the limits of the United States are 11 species of thrushes, of which the following 6 are discussed in this bulletin: Townsend's solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) , the wood thrush (Hylocichla mustelina), the veery and willow thrush (Hylocichla fuscescens subspp.) . the gray-cheeked and Bicknell's thrushes (Hylocichla alicice subspp.), the olive-backed and russet-backed thrushes (Hylocichla ustulata subspp.), and the hermit thrushes (Hylocichla guttata subspp. 
